Fact Sheet:
Cost of Dental Care

Unlike other areas of health, dental care is largely funded by individuals at an ever
increasing cost. Even those who have private health insurance often have
significant out of pocket expenses and those eligible for public dental care can
join long waiting lists with wait times of up to five years.

Some facts and figures about the cost of dental care:
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Individuals pay the rising cost of dental care:

Dental care is largely funded by individuals, unlike other areas of health.
= |n 2002-2003 dental services were funded by; 68% - individuals, 15%- insurance,
17% - Federal/State/Local government, <1% - Other. This is in contrast to other

health services which were funded by 68% - Federal/State/Local government,
20% - individual, 7% - insurance, 5% - Other.?

Even those with private health insurance often end up significantly out of pocket;
the average rebate for dental services is 49% of the cost.>
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